
IRF features at BOTZA seminar on ‘Sustainable construction’ 

 

Green design, sustainable construction and the opportunities and challenges of implementing green 
design standards were among the topics address during the seminar organised on the 9th of  

September in Verbier (Switzerland) by the newly-born 
environmental association BOTZA. The latter aims to support and 

promote projects, studies and activities that bring about positive 

impacts for the environment and sustainable development, 
particularly within the Commune of Bagnes. 

   
The seminar programme featured presentations from both local 

and cantonal authorities as well the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and 
The International Road Federation (IRF). 

 

Susanna Zammataro, Environment Project Manager – IRF Geneva, 
offered insights into ‘green road construction and management’. 

The underlying premise of the presentation was that roads are 
essential not only for economic development but also for our quality of 

life. Though the fast growing road transport demand – with its 

negative impacts - calls for an improved effort to ameliorate the 
sector’s environmental performance. Susanna Zammataro presented 

some of the solutions coming from road infrastructure by recalling the 
potential of reclaimed asphalt as a substitute of precious natural 

resources and by presenting plant-based binders and road markings 
made from oyster shells. Reference was also made to innovative 

solutions and techniques capable of reducing noise and emissions of 

Nitrogen oxide (NOx) at the same time. 
 

Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) were defined as key allies for an 
efficient and environment conscious management of road infrastructure. 

She illustrated also the GHG emissions calculator  

developed for road projects by the IRF. Functional at different level, this 
flexible tool allows public authorities to assess road construction and 

maintenance projects and helps companies’ internal management of 
environmental performance. ‘Measure, reduce and offset emissions’ the 

motto behind  

this GHG calculator initiative. 
 

The seminar is the first of a series of activities that the BOTZA association 
has conceived to involve and engage a wide range of stakeholders, 

including local residents and tourists as well as commercial interests, in the active promotion of a 
responsible development that is respectful of both economy and ecology. 

 

 

 

   
 

 


