
IRF participates in seminar on tourism and road safety 

 
On 24 September Project Manager for Road Safety Maria Novikov attended the FIA Foundation seminar 
on tourism and road safety in Paris. An international tourism and road safety study undertaken by the FIA 
Foundation was presented. It will be published in April 2009.  
 
Intermediate results show that road accidents are the most 
common cause of death among travellers, mainly because they 
travel from low risk countries with good road safety records to 
high risk areas and are not prepared for different conditions 
(unaware of emergency systems, language barrier, etc.). This 
makes tourists and business travellers vulnerable road users 
and likely to face an increase in road fatalities over the next 
two decades. Tourism being a driver of development for all 
countries and allowing a rapid return on investment, most low- 
and middle-income countries are keen to implement high 
standards to attract tourists that they would otherwise not 
resort to. So far the improvements have been driven by incidents such as natural disasters, i.e. on a 
reactive and regrettably not on a preventive basis. The elaboration of guidelines for countries willing to 
put standards in place to ensure the safety of tourists is being considered by the World Tourism 
Organisation.  
 

Some governments have put in place programmes to deliver 
information about road traffic situations for citizens travelling 
abroad, having observed that the highest share of 
hospitalisations and deaths of their citizens travelling abroad 
occur due to road traffic accidents. This information may be 
accessed at www.travel.state.gov and 
www.fco.gov.uk/drivingabroad .  
 
Motoring clubs, whose members are highly mobile, provide 
general travel information and advice to members. This material 
includes maps, country information online, country reports on 
speed limits, penalties, safety requirements for compulsory 
equipment (first aid kit, lights, fluorescent jacket, emergency 

triangle). 

 
John Chatteron-Ross, Fédération Internationale 
de Motocyclisme (FIM) and Maria Novikov, IRF 

 
 

 
 
 
  


